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blankets for immigrants
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Making history:
Lena Waithe talks
her Emmy win

HISTORY WAS MADE as a young, black Chicago native
received national recognition for her work writing a television episode that gives voice and representation to both
the LGBTQ and black communities.
Applause erupted as Aziz Ansari and Lena Waithe were
announced as the winners of the Emmy for outstanding comedy writing on a television series Sept. 17. The

two hugged before making their way on stage while an
announcer proclaimed Waithe the first black woman to
win in this category.
Waithe, a writer, producer, actress and 2006 Columbia
alumna from the former Television Department, and
Ansari were given the award for co-writing the episode
“Thanksgiving” in the Netflix series “Master of None.” The
autobiographical episode portrays Waithe’s character, Denise,
throughout a series of Thanksgiving Day dinners as she
struggles to express her sexuality to her conservative mother.

Waithe told The Chronicle that she was unconcerned with winning because she was so excited about
being included in a list of nominees who’s work she
greatly admires.
“The history of it all started to sink in that I was the
first black woman to ever win that award,” Waithe said.
“That sort of took over the room. I was honored to be
the recipient, and I think a lot of people in the room felt
honored to be in the room when that happened. There
was a lot of joy and it was just really amazing.”

SEE EMMYS PAGE 3
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Emmys, made their alma mater proud
and gave current students something to
strive for.
Dan Kenyon, ’10, winner
Outstanding sound editing for a nonfiction program for “The Beatles: Eight Days
A Week - The Touring Years”
Lena Waithe, ’06, winner
Outstanding Comedy Writing for a
Television Series for “Master of None”
Daniel Kibblesmith, ’05, nominee
Outstanding writing for a variety
series for “The Late Show with Stephan
Colbert,”and outstanding writing for a
variety special for “Stephen Colbert’s
Live Election Night Democracy’s Series
Finale: Who’s Going to Clean Up This
Sh*t?”
John Zuiker, ’05, nominee
Outstanding production design for variety, nonfiction, event or award special for
“74th Annual Golden Globes”
Julie Altus, ’01, nominee
Outstanding sound editing for a series for
“Gotham”
Heather Gross, ’97, winner
Outstanding sound mixing for a limited
series or movie for “The Night Of”
Tiffany Griffith, ’92, winner
Outstanding sound editing for a series
for “Stranger Things”
Columbia alumni are often award
winners, statement makers and
world changers, and I hope years
after I’ve graduated, I read about
former classmates of mine making
history like Waithe.
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ena Waithe, a 2006 television
alumna, made history Sept. 17 by
becoming the first black woman
to win an Emmy award for outstanding
comedy writing in a television series.
Though definitely the most memorable,
she was not the only Columbia alumni to
win at the Emmys that night.
Columbia is a place where everyone
can agree they are pushed and inspired
by the work of previous graduates who
have made waves in their fields. Whether
in writing, acting, producing, dancing,
reporting, business, design or the many
other careers Columbia prepares its
students for, you’d be hard pressed to find
an alum not making an impact. Waithe is
just the most recent example of this.
Waithe won the award with actor
Aziz Ansari for their work on the
episode “Thanksgiving” for Ansari’s
Netflix original series “Master of
None.” In the episode, Waithe’s character Denise goes through years of
Thanksgivings with her family as she
works to accept her sexuality and get
her family to do the same.
As a queer black woman, Waithe is
representative of the diverse student
body at Columbia, and what that student
body can accomplish if they focus and
don’t listen to people who say they can’t.
During her acceptance speech, Waithe
said, “The things that make us different, those are our superpowers,” which
perfectly exemplifies what it means to
be a Columbia student. She went on to
explain, “Every day, when you walk out
the door, put on your imaginary cape
and go out there and conquer the world
because the world would not be as beautiful as it is if we weren’t in it.” There’s a
reason it is so easy to spot the Columbia
student walking down State Street: We
all have our capes on.
As reported on the Front Page,
Waithe told The Chronicle how important her time at Columbia was to her
determination.
Just visit Columbia’s notable alumni
page to see all the success that comes out
of the college, but in particular, I’d like
to highlight some who won big or were
nominated for awards this year at the
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Students show off skills at first Big Mouth of the year » ColumbiaChronicle.com/Multimedia
EMMYS, FROM FRONT

Ansari plays Denise’s close friend
Dev, who annually attends her family’s
Thanksgiving dinner and helps her come
out to her family. The episode starts with
Denise as a child, then moves into her
early teenage years—as she progressively
becomes more aware of her interest in
women—and ends with her being accepted
by her family as an adult, bringing her girlfriend to Thanksgiving dinner. Waithe
said she and Ansari wrote the script
for the episode in just three days in a
hotel room.
Michael Fry, executive vice president
creative for Octane Rich Media and former
Columbia faculty member, first met Waithe
her freshman year in one of his classes
and said she was always dedicated and
inquisitive about her craft.
Waithe particularly excelled in developing character voice, even when creating
spec scripts, which are original stories
based on preexisting shows, Fry said.

“It’s almost like she had been hanging
out and living with the characters, she
had been watching it so much,” Fry said.
“It’s that kind of relationship she has with
character voice.”
Fry—who predicted on social media
before the awards ceremony that Waithe
would win—said as soon as he saw
“Thanksgiving,” he knew Waithe would be
nominated for the award. Waithe’s victory
marks a chapter of recognition for black
and LGBTQ women in the comedy writing
field, he added.
“When [former President Barack] Obama
was elected, I broke down in tears because
of the cultural pride that I received, because
you kind of thought in the back of your mind,
‘Is it possible?’” Fry said. “The next time I
felt that way was when Lena won.”
Waithe expressed gratitude to LGBTQ
community members during her acceptance speech, noting that “the things
that make us different, those are our

Aziz Ansari and Lena Waithe were awarded an Emmy in the outstanding comedy writing for a television series category for co-writing an episode in the “Master
of None” Netflix original series called “Thanksgiving”—an autobiographical episode depicting a young woman coming forward to her family about her sexuality.

superpowers” and that “the world would
not be as beautiful as it is if we weren’t in it.”
Waithe told the Chronicle that diversity
in media makes a difference.
“It’s important that a person who looks
like me and walks the world the way I do,
[be] on television,” Waithe said. “It sort
of validates us and makes it so they see
themselves in a real way. It’s important for
characters like myself to not be invisible
but to be there, be human and be complex
and have stories to tell.”
Sarah Schroeder, director of West Coast
and Regional Programs in the Alumni
Relations Office, said she hopes current
and prospective students realize they
can achieve accomplishments similar to
Waithe’s by using the same educational
foundation she did.
“Having one of our alums make history in
the field of television increases the value of a
Columbia degree,” Schroeder said. “It brings
global attention to the outstanding people
who are coming out of Columbia, and we
hope that it encourages the support of our
students in the form of donations to our
various scholarship funds so that students
who want to some day make history like
Lena can do so without financial obstacles.”
Other alumni who won Emmys this year
include Tiffany Griffith ’92 for outstanding
sound editing for a series dialogue for the
show “Stranger Things”; Heather Gross ‘97
for outstanding sound editing for a limited
series for the show “The Night Of”; and Dan
Kenyon ’10 for outstanding sound editing
for a limited series also for “The Night Of.”
Waithe said Columbia provided a great
educational foundation, although not
everything about the comedy writing
business can be taught in the classroom.
Students entering her field should never
let anyone outwork them, never let discouragement get them down and always
stay passionate, she said.
Waithe visited the Chicago campus in
October 2014 to share advice and speak
with students about her accomplishments, as reported Oct. 27 of that year by
The Chronicle.
She told the Chronicle that giving back
knowledge to students and the college
is important to her.
“For me, it is important to give [students] as much guidance or parley
as much wisdom as I possibly can
so maybe they won’t make the same
stumbles I did or avoid certain things
because I feel like that is the only
way the business is going to change,”
Waithe said. “We have to share information, we have to encourage and cheer
people on.”
ccarynski@columbiachronicle.com

» AP PHOTOS
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THE BLACK SHEEP, a satirical college news website, now has a section written by Columbia students
who are earning internship credits while making their student
audience laugh.
Bailey Davis, chief campus
editor for the website and junior
theatre major, started writing
for The Black Sheep at the end
of the Spring 2017 Semester and
initiated Columbia’s branch. He
previously attended Michigan
State University, where he had
first encountered the site.
“It’s stupid for anybody that
wants to write comedy not to try
and write for The Black Sheep,”
Davis said. “It’s a really low time
commitment, and it’s so much real
world experience that’s a lot of fun,
and you get an internship credit.”

Kyle Ferris, writer for The
Black Sheep and senior theatre
major, said each writer has a pitch
deadline each week, and Davis
usually helps them brainstorm
stories and headlines.
“We think of something everybody at the school can relate to or
thinks is dumb or should change,
and then we try and take one of
those ideas and find out how we
can put a twist on that,” Ferris said.
Past articles from The Black
Sheep have included headlines
such as “Columbia Freshman
Shocked at How Unoriginal Her
Blue Hair Is” and “Columbia
Student Actually Saves $0 After
Moving Off Campus.”
Ferris said he is unaware of any
criticism, although there was initial concern that Columbia’s The
Black Sheep branch would be too
similar to The Odyssey Online,
another college-based news site.

Kyle Ferris, writer for The Black Sheep,
said he enjoys writing satirical articles
like “5 Things Columbia Freshman Will
Never Know.”

However, Ferris thinks the site
has proven itself to be unique.
Davis said The Black Sheep is
able to create articles poking fun
at different aspects of Columbia
because it is not affiliated with
the college.
“[Criticism is] not as much of a
problem here; people are pretty
open with the laws of Columbia

The Music Center at Columbia College Chicago
1014 S. Michigan Avenue

Music Department Events

Wednesday September 27
Wednesday Noon Guitar Concert Series
at the Conaway Center
Peter Saxe Solo Piano Recital

his stories had not received any
negative feedback.
“That’s been great, getting the
work-scene and also getting a
pretty positive response to it,”
Polk said.
Although Polk’s schedule is
too busy to continue writing, he
had a positive experience.
“It was so great to get professional experience writing.”

» COURTESY THE BLACK SHEEP
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& UNFORGETTABLE.”
– The New York Times
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and are open to making fun of
them,” Davis said.
Kat Hassler, a senior photography and design double major, said
The Black Sheep and The Onion’s
similarities are undeniable.
Hassler recently started following The Black Sheep’s Facebook
page but had seen friends sharing
the articles prior to following the
site. The satirical articles have
enough humor for Hassler to share
them on social media herself,
something she said she normally does not do.
“A lot of things are
funny but not to
the point where
I would [usually] share it,”
Hassler said,
“ but t hose
headlines make
me cackle.”
Nicholas Polk,
senior theatre
major, wrote for
The Black Sheep
brief ly over the
summer and said

odeloian@columbiachronicle.com

The Black Sheep provides laughs
to Columbia students

» COURTESY KYLE FERRIS
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For Anyone Who Cares About
The State Of The World And
The Condition of Humanity
And Agonizes Over Whether
Fundamental Change
Is Really Possible,
this landmark work provides a sweeping and
comprehensive orientation, foundation, and
guide to making the most radical of revolutions:
a communist revolution aimed at emancipating
humanity—getting beyond all forms of
oppression and exploitation on a world scale.
THE AUTHOR, BOB AVAKIAN, IS THE ARCHITECT
OF A NEW SYNTHESIS OF COMMUNISM.

This new synthesis is a continuation of, but
also represents a qualitative leap beyond,
and in some important ways a break with,
communist theory as it had been previously
developed. Avakian has written this book
in such a way as to make even complex
theory accessible to a broad audience. In
this book, he draws on his decades of work
advancing the science of communism and
his experience as a revolutionary communist
leader, including leading the Revolutionary
Communist Party, USA, as its Chairman since
its founding in 1975.
THIS IS A PATHBREAKING WORK,

one that scientifically analyzes the system of
capitalism-imperialism and its unresolvable
contradictions; confronts the challenges facing
the movement for revolution; and forges a way
forward to making an actual revolution in this
country, as part of contributing to communist
revolution internationally.

Insight Press
www.insight-press.com

This thought-provoking
book is sure to challenge
stereotypes and
conventional thinking.
Available from all major retailers and
Insight Press
Paperback $17.00 Cloth $37.00 E-book $11.99
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Students to learn budgeting
skills through Game of Life
STUDENTS WILL EXPERIMENT with several
budgeting strategies designed to prepare
them for life outside of college during an
Oct. 5 event adaptation of the Game of Life.
Scheduled to be held at the Conaway
Center, 1104 S. Wabash Ave., students will be
given the equivalent of a starting salary for a
post-college job in their field and work with
faculty members from around the college to
guide them through budgeting, said David
Keys, coordinator for Student Leadership.
Students will play Game of Life to learn
how to budget for an apartment, food and
other expenses, as well as how to file taxes.
Students will play by themselves with a faculty member mentoring them, so they are
able to get the most out of the experience,
according to Keys.
Afterward, Keys said, students will have
the opportunity to talk about their mistakes or achievements during the game
and have faculty members answer any
questions. The game is designed to educate
students who are making these budgeting
decisions without parental help for the first
time, Keys added.
“Our goal is to create a safe place where
students experiment with creating their
budget, and reviewing budgets with real
life income levels,” Keys said. “We hope
they develop decision making skills and
resourcefulness throughout the program.”
The Game of Life gathering was created along with Student Organizations
and Leadership, the Career Center and
Student Financial Services, Keys
said, adding that he organized
the event with Student

Employment Coordinator Poonam Joshi
and Coordinator for On-site Services Flor
Carabez.
While this will be the Columbia’s first
time offering this particular training, other
institutions have used this method to teach
students about budgeting, Keys said.
Joshi said she first saw this learning
method at her former employer Oakton
Community College in Des Plaines, Illinois
where the event was sucessful.
She added that game play is an excellent
practice for students to figure out their
budgeting skills.
“It’s fun because it’s a way to see where
your salary could potentially get you,” Joshi
said. “It teaches you how to budget with
what you have and [students] enjoy it.”
David Sparacio, coordinator of outreach
and education in the Student Financial
Services Office, said it is important for
students to attend events like the Game of
Life because it teaches important lessons
such as saving money for emergencies and
budgeting for entertainment activites.
“Budgeting and saving and spending
doesn’t come natural to all students,”
Sparacio said. “When they come to these
budgeting events they’re going to actually
learn the tools they need.”
Although students can attend without an RSVP, they are encouraged to do
so through Handshake to help faculty
find a starting salary based on that
student’s major, Key’s said.
“It’s really important, especially in
today’s economy, that we are encouraging our students to research different
ways to budget for themselves and
to be financially wise,”
Keys said.

» SAMANTHA CONRAD/CHRONICLE
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JOSH CORSON, SENIOR English and
creative writing major, said he
used to feel pressure to produce
the next great piece of literature,
but he has learned that writing is more about expression from Columbia’s
Reading Series.
The English and
Creative Writing

Department’s Fall 2017 Reading
Series connects students and faculty with esteemed writers from
around the country throughout
the semester.
Introduced in 2015, every
session begins with students reading their
work, followed
by a guest
writer and
closing with
a Q&A with
the audience,
according
to a Sept. 12
pressrelease
from the college’s

The college’s reading series
brings distinguished writers
on campus from all over the
country and the world.
» PHOTOS COURTESY JOE MENO

Ideally located at the heart of
historic Printer’s Row sits Hotel
Blake, a boutique Chicago Hotel.
Whether you visit Chicago for business
or pleasure, Hotel Blake offers upscale
Chicago Accommodations along with
impeccable service.

News Office. Corson was selected
as one of the opening readers for
the Oct. 10 session, which will
feature Camille T. Dungy, author
and English professor at Colorado
State University, and Sharon
Solwitz, author and fiction writing professor at Purdue University.
Corson said he will be reading two
poems he wrote last semester for
his thesis project that express his
grief overlosing friends to substance abuse.
“It’s definitely a great opportunity to get your work out there
and to read alongside a poet who
is well- established,” Corson said.
“[To] see your work in that context
builds confidence, and it’s really
cool to share in that experience.”
Joe Meno, Reading Series
coordinator and professor in the
English and Creative Writing
Department, said the program
was started to showcase diverse
and notable writers working with
multiple genres.
The series’ first session will
begin on Sept. 27 with acclaimed
novelist Mary Gaitskill, on the second floor of 618 S. Michigan Ave.,

and continues until Nov. 9 at this
location and 623 S. Wabash Ave.
“It’s engaging, participatory
and accessible,” Meno said. “You
don’t have to have a background
in creative writing to feel
like you’re part of the
conversation.”
Ayla Maisey,
junior English
and creative
writing major,
was selected
to read some
of her nonfiction
personal essays at
the Oct. 23 session.
She said it will feature poet
David Trinidad—a professor in
the English and Creative Writing
Department who has published
multiple poetry books—and flash
fiction author Desiree Cooper—a
Pulitzer Prize-nominated journalist and creator of a flash fiction collection titled “Know the Mother.”
“[The Reading Series] is a part of
the literary conversation that we
are participating in,” Maisey said.
“It’s always interesting to see the
voices that are brought in.”

The Reading Series gives
students the opportunity
to connect with writers
and share their work.

Columbia approaches creative
writing as a process and encourages any students interested
to engage and experiment,
Meno said.
“What makes the Reading
Series in creative writing at
Columbia so unique is that it
is very much a conversation,”
Meno said. “There’s writing
dealing with humor, race, class
and questions about the world.
It’s very lively.”
mwalsh@columbiachronicle.com

Fall 2017 Reading Series
participants announced

When making reservations,
mention the Columbia College
Friends and Family rate for
special discounts and offers.
To Reserve Call: 312.986.1234
Or Visit: www.hotelblake.com
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a new plan for affected students,
according to Pelrine. Students
whose finances are affected by the
hurricanes will automatically be
connected with SFS, Pelrine said.
“There are people whose families have damaged homes, but
they’re able to stay and continue

» AP PHOTO

COLUMBIA STUDENTS AND administrators continue to assist students
affected by hurricanes, including
fundraising by the Public Relations Student Society of America.
Dean of Students John Pelrine
said the college identified 125
students from areas impacted by
Hurricane Irma including Florida,
Georgia and the Caribbean and
contacted them by email Sept. 18
to ensure their well-being.
Because Irma hit after the fall
semester began, Pelrine said the
college decided to contact affected
students and let them know the
school has resources available if
they need emotional support.
In addition, Khanh Nguyen,
a senior communication major
and president of PRSSA, organized a fundraising event called

Heroes: Fundraising for Hurricane
Victims, which will take place Oct.
4 at the Conaway Center, 1104 S.
Wabash Ave.
The decision to organize this
event followed Anna Kawka,
senior communication major and
the group’s vice president, commenting to other PRSSA members
that her family from the Houston
area was affected by flooding from
Hurricane Harvey. Kawka said
she is excited this event will help
victims of Hurricanes Irma and
Harvey because “it proves that
everyone matters.”
Pelrine said students who were
affected by Irma are safe and here
in Chicago yet may need to be given
reassurance and support.
In some cases, financial assistance was necessary for students
as a result of the hurricanes, which
meant Student Financial Services
had to delay payments or set up

Anything donated will then be sold
at the fundraiser, and the profits
will go to Hand in Hand, a
popular benefit for hurricane
victims and relief, he added.
Nguyen said the event will
also be a superhero-themed
costume party, students can
dress in fun costumes.
“By coming and donating
money, you are a hero; you’re
helping out a great cause, and
a lot of our citizens need us as
well,” Nguyen said.

While students were safe in Chicago, Hurricane Irma hit Florida, leaving devastating damage and flooding in places like
Bonita Springs.

Illinois Resident Free Days
are sponsored by

5331 W. BELMONT AVE, CHICAGO, IL

where
tiny is toxic
unbelievable lives here
Join us for upcoming Illinois Resident Free Days,

Sept 6–30. www.sheddaquarium.org
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Columbia continues assistance for
hurricane-affected students

their studies,” Pelrine said. “The
impact in that regard has been
relatively well, so we’re keeping
our fingers crossed that that continues,” he added.
Nguyen said PRSSA is contacting other Columbia groups such as
XCEND Show Choir and Improv
Club to get involved and perform
at the fundraiser.
The group is also contacting
potential sponsors outside the
college and asking them to donate
any items they can, Nguyen said.

GET
THE
BEST.

WORLD’S BIGGEST,
BEST & CLEANEST STUDIO

$30 PIERCINGS
STUDENTS GET 10% OFF

773-736-6960
www.jadedragontattoo.com

campus

MEET

Career Center staff

LEARN

about the services we provide

DIY HEADSHOTS!

PLAN
your future path

GIF PHOTOBOOTH!

Join us for the Career Center's Open House! Meet the Career Center staff, learn
about our services and how to plan for an on-campus job, a successful
internship, and/or prepare for a career in the arts and media fields. Bring your
questions, your smiles for our photo booths, and a desire to have fun.

September 29, 2017 / 11am-2pm
Career Center / 618 S. Michigan Ave
colum.edu/careercenter
Register on:
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STUDENTS AND FACULT Y were
able to comment on a possible
merger between the advertising
and advertising art direction
majors under the Communication Department during a Sept.
18 open forum held for Columbia
students to receive information.
Invitations were sent out via
email to students inviting them to
attend the forum. No other student
forums are scheduled.
Faculty members who
hosted the forum include
Design Department Chair Tim
Cozzens, Design Department
Associate Chair Matt Doherty,
Communication Department
Chair Suzanne McBride, and
Communication Department
Associate chair Peg Murphy who

met with two students in the 33 E.
Congress Parkway Building.
The students who attended the
forum were junior design major
Gaby Garcia and junior communication major Lane Hedler.
If the proposal is accepted,
advertising art direction will
become one of three concentrations within the advertising

program, Cozzens said. The other
two are copywriting and creative
strategy concentrations, he added.
McBride said after speaking
with adjunct professors and
alumni about real work experiences, the department decided
a merger would be beneficial to
students because both programs
work closely together.

If the merger between advertising and
advertising art direction gets approved, the
merger would be implemented in fall 2019.

» MONICA WESTLAKE/CHRONICLE

art direction programs merging,
and the overall response has been
positive, McBride said.
If approved, the merger will only
affect incoming freshman and
transfer students, Cozzens said.
“One of the main things we
wanted to emphasize is that students who are currently in one of
those programs would maintain
their program until graduation,”
Cozzens said.
Garcia said she is in favor of the
merger because the two programs
are so closely related.
There were no objections from
Garcia and Hedler during the student forum.
“I’ve been on both sides of the
fence; it’s refreshing to see that
everyone’s communicating
now,” Hedler said. “I like [the
merger] a lot.”
Cozzen added that the proposal is not “etched in stone,”
so students can reach out if
they have concerns.
“This isn’t the last chance
to get input,” Cozzen said.
“There’s always the ability to
modify it as we move forward.”

1/31/18
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Student forum discusses
possible program merger

“We really like the idea of bringing students together earlier and
more often,” McBride said during
the forum. “When you guys come
together, not only do you learn from
each other, but the rest of us in the
room get to learn from that really
rich collaboration.”
The merger has several more
approval rounds before it reaches
Senior Vice President and Provost
Stan Wearden, who Cozzens said
should make the final decision in
spring 2018.
Several meetings have been held
with faculty this semester about
the advertising and advertising

campus

FAFSA AVAILABLE OCTOBER 1
EARLY, EASY, AND ACCURATE
HERE'S EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT
COMPLETING YOUR FAFSA

Submit your 2018-19 FAFSA
as early as October 1, 2017

You’ll use 2016 income and
tax information, imported
directly from the IRS when you
complete the FAFSA online

SNAP A PIC OF THE BOX BELOW SO YOU
HAVE THE INFO AT YOUR FINGERTIPS!

APPLY FOR 2018-19 FINANCIAL AID
GO TO FAFSA.GOV TO COMPLETE YOUR FINANCIAL PLAN
YOU’LL BE ABLE TO SUBMIT YOUR FAFSA® EARLIER.

YOU’LL USE 2016 INCOME AND TAX INFORMATION.

You can file your 2018-19 FAFSA as early as
October 1, 2017.

Remember: On the 2018-19 FAFSA, you—and
your parent(s), as appropriate—will use alreadyfiled 2016 income and tax information, rather
than your 2017 income and tax information.

The earlier you fill out the FAFSA, the earlier
you’ll have an indication of how much your
family is expected to contribute, which will help
with budgeting for the upcoming school year.

That's good news because you won’t have to wait
until you file your 2017 taxes—and, because you’ll
already have done your taxes when you fill out
your FAFSA, you may be able to automatically
import your tax information using the IRS Data
Retrieval tool.
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PRESENTS

WEDNESDAY,
SEPTEMBER 27
UPPER TERRACE SUITE | GUARANTEED RATE FIELD
5:45 P.M. | WHITE SOX VS. ANGELS
HEAR FROM TWO-SPORT ALL STAR BO JACKSON ON THE
BEHIND-THE-SCENES OF HIS PROFESSIONAL BASEBALL AND FOOTBALL
CAREERS, INCLUDING HIS OFF-FIELD BUSINESS AND CHARITABLE INITIATIVES.
EVENT TICKET INCLUDES WHITE SOX VS. ANGELS 7:10 P.M. GAME TICKET

THIS IS A NO AUTOGRAPH EVENT
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Design Museum
launches book
Kickstarter

Noah Baldwin plays accoustic set, compares music to therapy » ColumbiaChronicle.com/Multimedia
» PHOTOS COURTESY CHICAGO DESIGN MUSEUM
» PHOTO ILLUSTRATION JOCELYN MORENO/CHRONICLE

TANNER WOODFORD HAS been
on a quest—not to find the
Holy Grail or blow up the Death
Star—but to answer one enigmatic question since April 2016:
“What’s Worth Preserving?”
That question is also the title of a
forthcoming book, which includes
50 handwritten responses to the
inquiry and is being financed by Woodford
with an ongoing Kickstarter campaign.
Woodford, founder of the Chicago Design
Museum, 108 N. State St., has received
responses from friends, family members
and two inmates.
“There’s an interesting intersection
between the things people want to say
and the way in which they express them,”
Woodford said. “[You learn from] the way
your handwriting is expressed ... your logo
design on your letterhead, the envelope you
choose—that sort of thing. But also, are you
looking at this lightly? Are you thinking
about preserving emotions and feelings,
or is it a real sort of tangible thing like
strawberry preserves, or is it an artifact?”
Woodford did not just throw out strawberry preserves as a random example.
Matthew Hoffman, a local installation
artist, custodian of the You Are Beautiful
project and longtime friend of Woodford,
sent a year’s supply of the sweet stuff in
answer to the question.
“Knowing Tanner personally, he’s very
nostalgic and holds on to many, many
things, and I’m very [much] the same
way,” Hoffman said. “[Amazon sent the
preserves] completely anonymously, so my
name wasn’t on there anywhere. But what’s
funny is [Woodford] texted me right away.
He knew exactly who it was from.”
Woodford said he received responses
from a broad range of people including
two inmates—one incarcerated for three
homicides and the other for a nonviolent
offense—and 92-year-old Art Paul, the
original art director for Playboy who lives
in Chicago.

Paul’s response
was quite emotionally
resonant, Woodford said. Paul
has poor eyesight in his old age but still
contributed a letter. His wife added a more
legible, typed transcript to the corner
of it, Woodford explained.
“[Paul’s letter] creates such a powerful image,” Woodford said. “It really
makes me think about somebody who’s
trapped in their head [and] is incredibly
wise and intelligent and witty, and seeing
how they communicate.”
Hoffman said he was impressed and
surprised by some of the people Woodford
got responses from and suspected that
receiving Woodford’s handwritten letters
in lieu of canned emails influenced some of
the more high-profile responders.
“It’s interesting to get a handwritten letter in the mail,” Hoffman said. “Just that
alone—to come home to that surprise of a
tangible thing that’s not a bill—is a pretty
cool thing.”
Not only are mailed letters novel in this
day and age, but they fulfill human needs
that emails cannot, said Jason Routhier,
design director for RouthierHolmes LLC, a
Burlington, Vermont, design firm. Routhier
contributed to the Kickstarter campaign.

“There’s something about handwritten
letters,” Routhier said. “There’s a warmth
and emotional value in that that doesn’t
translate into the digital world.”
The book’s Kickstarter campaign runs
through Oct. 20 and is looking for $21,450
for manufacturing and distribution costs;
as of press time, 122 backers contributed
$8,173. Any money raised past the goal will
go to the Chicago Design Museum, which
was also started by Woodford through a
Kickstarter campaign in May 2014.

A pledge of $10 nets a PDF copy of the
book, while a signed copy of the physical book with a PDF copy costs $35 for
early backers and $40 for everyone else.
“We’re always asking ourselves
what’s worth doing or what’s worth
being a part of,” Hoffman said. “There’s
a whole other level or caliber of things
that are worth remembering, worth
preserving and worth sharing.”

jsadowski@columbiachronicle.com

» JONATHON SADOWSKI
ARTS & CULTURE EDITOR
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Thursday, Sept. 28
LEROY SANCHEZ
Reggies Rock Club
2109 S. State St.
6 p.m.
$15–18

» ARIANA PORTALATIN
MANAGING EDITOR

Progressive characters should be
encouraged in ‘Roseanne’ reboot

F

This is especially important when
it concerns the LGBTQ community.
Representation in media can help bring
that community to the forefront, making
them more accepted in a society they
historically have not been accepted into.
According to a Nov. 21, 2015, article from
Quartz Media, Congress formed a new
task force Nov. 17, 2015, to combat violence and discrimination against transgender people after statistics showed
an increase in hate crimes against them
from 31 incidents in 2013 to 98 in 2014.
OMM’s remarks on the disassociation of gender from gender identity is
incorrect, as gender is an identity differentiated by social and cultural roles
and behavior. Equating a person’s gender
identity to a mental disorder is not only
insulting to both groups of people, but
also categorically wrong. The viewpoint
that children should not be exposed to
mental disorders or gender identity in
a way that can be educational is also
incredibly disrespectful to those people.
It is not OK to pretend these people don’t
exist because it only leads to further ignorance on a topic that requires education
and understanding.
The LGBTQ community should
not be hidden to satisfy bigots who
refuse to accept people for who they
are, and TV shows should continue to
tackle controversial and taboo topics
to reflect our changing society. Those
that sign OMM’s petition agree to
boycott the show and the network,
providing a simple answer to their
concerns. As with any TV show, if you
don’t like it, don’t watch.
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Friday, Sept. 29

IN THIS MOMENT

BROKEN SOCIAL SCENE

House of Blues Chicago
329 N. Dearborn St.
5:30 p.m.
$30–$45

Aragon Ballroom
1106 W. Lawrence Ave.
8 p.m.
$65–$437

Thursday, Sept. 28

aportalatin@columbiachronicle.com

ans of “Roseanne” are well aware
that the TV show never shied away
from tackling controversial issues
during its run, with a fairly progressive
view, so news that the reboot will include
a gender fluid character is not shocking.
While some praise the show for reflecting
real-life situations and characters, One
Million Moms, a division of the American
Family Association, launched a petition
Sept. 14 against the casting.
Ames McNamara was announced Sept.
8 to be playing the role of young “gender
creative” Mark, the son of “Roseanne”
characters Darlene, played by Sarah
Gilbert, and David, played by Johnny
Galecki. The reboot is scheduled to air
in 2018 and would be one of the first TV
shows to include such a character.
The petition, which currently has more
than 8,000 signatures, refers to the casting
as “child exploitation at its worst” and
claims the show could attract younger
viewers that shouldn’t be “introduced to
the experience of mental disorders.”
“Placing gender fluid and non-binary
characters in mainstream television shows
are the next step in normalizing a culture
that dissociates a person’s biological gender
from their ‘gender identity,’” the petition
said. But OMM’s argument is flawed.
Since its inception, television has always
served as a mirror to reflect cultural norms
and values. This can be seen as far back as
the 1950s when major networks like ABC,
NBC and CBS created domestic comedies
reflecting a standardized version of the
typical American family, and throughout
the decades when controversial topics
began making their way into everyday
entertainment. Following its 1988 premiere, “Roseanne” was always a platform
for social and taboo topics, including
domestic violence, LGBTQ relationships,
racism, substance abuse and poverty. Why
would anyone expect the reboot to be any
different? Just because someone’s views
are not the same as yours does not mean
they don’t exist at all and that we should
refrain from showing the diverse society
we live in.

Tuesday, Sept. 26

Friday, Sept. 29

GLASS ANIMALS

ANTIBALAS

Aragon Ballroom
1106 W. Lawrence Ave.
7:30 p.m.
$61–$97

Thalia Hall
1807 S. Allport St.
8 p.m.
$20–$30

FROM THE FRONT ROW

Tom Meighan, lead singer of the English band Kasabian performed Sept.
19 at the House of Blues Chicago, 329
N. Dearborn St.

» KEVIN TIONGSON/CHRONICLE

arts & culture

Welcome BaCk
COMMUNITY AMENITIES
Club, game & Media Rooms
Café With Free Single-Serve Coffee Maker
Tech Hub – Quickly Connect Online &
Enjoy Free Printing
Lounge Areas | Study Lounge | Highspeed internet & wi-Fi 24-Hour Fitness
Center with Cardio & weights

outdoor Terraces with gas grills, Fire
Pit, Indoor/Outdoor Fireplace & Large
screen TV
Sky Lounge & Terrace with Panoramic
Views of the Chicago Skyline
Indoor Bike Storage & Repair Station
ground Floor Retail
24-Hour Emergency Maintenance/
Management Secure Parcel Delivery Area
at Main Lobby Controlled Building Access

APARTMENT AMENITIES
Modern, Fully Furnished Units with
Floor to Ceiling windows
Each Bedroom Has it’s own Bathroom
Luxury Finishes Including Quartz
Countertops & stainless steel appliances
Washer & Dryer In Unit
Flat Screen 40” HDTV with Robust
Cable/Internet Package
Gear Wall | Walk In Closets

Now LEasiNg
30 EAST BALBO AVE. CHICAGO, IL 60605 | 331-256-5131
www.30EastApts.com | For more info text 30EAST to 47464

@30Eastapts
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Welcome Blanket reimagines
Trump’s border wall with yarn
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» ERIN BROWN/CHRONICLE

see the database and know that
it wasn’t just one person who’s
welcoming them. There’s actually
thousands of people who want to
welcome thousands of people to
the United States.”
The space was almost entirely
empty when the exhibit opened,
said John Harness, the exhibit’s
program coordinator, but as blanBlankets contributed to Welcome Blanket project are on display at the Smart Musekets have been given to the cause, um of Art, 5550 S. Greenwood Ave.
the room has filled and the exhibit
has expanded.
Prosser, a 57-year-old academic choice to be the focus of the
“The whole project is thought of who lives north of Atlanta, partic- project because they repreas [an] accumulation or aggrega- ipated in the project after hearing sent warmth, comfort and
tion,” Harness said. ”That’s been about it on Facebook.
compassion.
shown very explicitly in the way
“I was so bowled over when I saw
Zweiman explained that the
that the gallery has grown over the pictures on the website and project is meant to give a gift
time. The galleries are filling … saw my little imperfect blanket and symbol of welcome to “our
so now the aggregation part of it hanging in the museum,” Prosser new neighbors.”
is really visible. People are really said. “That was that verification
“[Welcome Blanket] is an
responding to that.”
that I had participated and been opportunity to take this idea
The response to Welcome a part of this big movement.”
of exclusion, this 2,000 miles
Blanket has reached beyond the
Prosser added that blankets, of exclusion,” she said, “and
Smart Museum’s walls. Deborah in particular, were an inspired reimagine it as inclusion.”
mmanier@columbiachronicle.com

a border wall between Mexico and
the United States, I immediately
thought of this really abstract,
IMAGINE A LENGTH of yarn that
super long distance in concrete,
could stretch all the way across and what that would actually look
the U.S.-Mexico border.
like on a map, and what that would
Instead of covering the approx- be in yarn. What could you do with
imately 3,500,640 yards with the a line that long?”
border wall proposed by President
Welcome Blanket encourages
Donald Trump, the Welcome people to knit, crochet or sew blanBlanket project is attempting to kets and send them with personal
collect 3,000 blankets totalling notes to the Smart Museum, where
that amount of yarn by Nov. 4.
they will be added to an internet
An official launch party is database before being placed in the
scheduled for Sept. 27 at the physical exhibit until it closes Dec.
Smart Museum of Art, 5550 S. 17. Afterward, the blankets will
Greenwood Ave., which has made be distributed to refugee resetspace available for receiving, sort- tlement agencies to pass along
ing and exhibiting blankets since to immigrants.
July 18.
“I love that when someone’s
“I’ve always thought about yarn going to receive [these blankets],”
as this line that becomes a surface,” Zweiman said, “they receive this
said Jayna Zweiman, Welcome blanket and this note, and if they
Blanket’s creator. “When Trump choose to, they can go to our webannounced he was going to create site or the [museum’s] website and
» MIRANDA MANIER
ARTS & CULTURE REPORTER
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THE TV CROSSWORD
by Jacqueline E. Mathews

1
6
9
10
12
13
14
15
16
19
23
24
25
28
30
31
32
33
34
36
39
42

ACROSS
Brolin of “Life in Pieces”
“How the West __ Won”
Ladd and Thicke
“Get __”
Actor Nick __
“Dude, __ My Car?”; movie for
Ashton Kutcher
Part of a minute: abbr.
Orange rind
“The Deep End of the __”; film
for Michelle Pfeiffer
Mom’s name on “Eight Is
Enough”
__ Vance; role on “NCIS”
__-do-well; bum
Jon Hamm AMC drama series
Alf and ET
Jai __; fast-paced game
As __ as an owl
Actor Sean __
Bush
Donahue or Gentile
President Hayes’ monogram
__ Petrelli; role on “Heroes”
“The Dinah __ Show”
Solution to Last Week’s Puzzle

44
45
46
47
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
10
11
13
15
17
18
20
21
22
25
26
27
28
29
31
33
35
37
38
39
40

(c) 2017 Tribune Content Agency, LLC
All Rights Reserved.

41
42
43

Actress Kirstie
“Deal or No Deal” host
Pen name
Movie for Barbra Streisand
DOWN
Murray and Hooks
__ vera; lotion ingredient
“__ Middle”
Suffix for differ or depend
180 degrees from NNW
“World __ Z”; Brad Pitt movie
“Who Do You Think You __?”
Wall and Easy: abbr.
“Murder, __ Wrote”
“America’s Got Talent” judge
Actress Ming-Na __
“Peter __”
Mediocre grade
Very long period
Mayberry resident
Stein or Stiller
2017 and others: abbr.
“A __ of the World”; Sigourney
Weaver movie
Tavern order
Rather or Aykroyd
“Up in the __”; film for George
Clooney
Univ. in Baton Rouge
“__ Did I Get Married?”; Janet
Jackson/Tyler Perry movie
“Sanford and __”
Role on “Everybody Loves
Raymond”
News journalist and political
commentator __ Hume
Part of the foot
Capture
__ Wong; actress on “American
Housewife”
“7 Little Johnstons” network
Bashful
Garden tool

DELILAH’S
2771 N. Lincoln * (773) 472-2771

PUNK ROCK
MONDAYS

$1 American Beer

$2 Jim Beam
Free Pool !!!

9/21 - Oktoberfest & Pumpkin

Comprehensive Beer Tasting 5-9pm
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The number of performers is
crucial to the piece, explained Tim
Munro, “crowd out’s” co-music
ONE THOUSAND VOICES will unite
director. The subject of “crowd out”
Oct. 1 at Millennium Park to is the feeling of being one in many,
explore what it means to be a part and by having 1,000 performers,
of a crowd and perform “crowd the audience is given that experiout,” a composition by composer ence firsthand, he said.
David Lang.
“I kind of treat it as performance
The performance is co-pro- art,” said Veronica Raufer, a
duced by Illinois Humanities and musical assistant for “crowd out”
the Chicago Humanities Festival and Wicker Park Choral Singers
after being incubated for its U.S. participant. “Not only are you
premiere for two and a half years, performing what it means to be
following its 2014 international in a crowd, but in that moment
debut in London. Performers from while you’re performing ... you
all 50 Chicago wards will come yourself are in that crowd, making
together for the event.
that happen.”
“It was really important for us
Performance groups from
collectively that, if we’re going to across Chicago were selected to
do a project like this, [we] need that participate and encourage others
many people,” said Phillip Bahar, to get involved, Raufer said. The
executive director of the Chicago rehearsal process involved minHumanities Festival. “We’re imal time commitment, with an
really reflective of the broader initial community gathering for
Chicago community.”
groups such as the Wicker Park
» MIRANDA MANIER
ARTS & CULTURE REPORTER

Rehearsals for “crowd out” took place across Chicago throughout the summer,
organized by groups from all 50 wards.

Choral Singers as well as any
interested members of the general public, followed by one dress
rehearsal and the performance
itself, she added.
“It’s a very nontraditional piece,”
Raufer said. “It doesn’t use traditional music notation... to make
this as accessible to as many people as possible.”
According to Bahar, Lang’s
inspiration for the event came
from attending a soccer game

$5 OFF A D M I S S I O N
with t h i s A D
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and being fascinated by the fans’
crowd dynamics.
“The fans are so strongly [rooting] for their teams that it creates these pockets of power in
the stadium itself,” Bahar said.
“He was looking at moments the
fans came together, at moments
they dissolved.”
Lang wrote the composition,
Munro explained, by piecing
together different Google autocomplete phrases of the sentence

fragment “When I am in a crowd
I feel...”
“The whole text of the entire
piece is people’s personal, private, secret feelings about being
in a crowd,” Munro said. “At one
moment, all 1,000 people shout in
perfect unison, ‘I am always alone.’
In another moment, all 1,000 people are singing this beautiful song
… to the words, ‘I feel like rushing
into tears.’”
All participants will attend one
of three dress rehearsals but will
not assemble as a group until the
actual performance. Witnessing
this portion of what will ultimately
be a greater whole has an impact
on the performers, Munro said.
“Seeing people’s eyes start
to light up as they realize the
communal energy is really
the moment when [the performance] starts to come
together,” Munro said. “The
hardest thing about this piece
is that it’s not until you start to
come together with all these
other groups … that you actually can understand what it is,
what’s it’s like, what it can do.”
mmanier@columbiachronicle.com

Musical composition reflects
on feeling of being in a crowd

arts & culture
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bagel
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bagel counter
fun flavors cream cheeses
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our staff’s
top 5 picks:
Column:
Buzzfeed’s
unfortunate news
influence
» JONATHON SADOWSKI
ARTS & CULTURE EDITOR

T

jsadowski@columbiachronicle.com

wo percent of Americans trust
Buzzfeed as a news source, according to a 2014 Pew Research
Center survey. Despite the general
public’s near-unanimous disapproval of
Buzzfeed, its common style of heinous
clickbait headlines has somehow made
its way to the legitimate journalistic
standard bearers.
Two real-life New York Times headlines in this style are “This Beautiful
Parasitic Bird Could Soon Turn Up
in Your Yard” and “What Cookies
and Meth Have in Common.” Both
embarrassingly reek of Buzzfeed’s
wide-reaching influence; they’re almost
on the bottom-scraping level of a Sept.
15 Buzzfeed article called “This Dad
Mailed A Container Of Sliced Mangos
To His Daughter In College After She
Forgot Them At Home.” That makes me
want to leave the site, not read the post.
Similarly, a June 29 article from The
Washington Post Morning Mix covered an aspiring YouTube star’s death
after his girlfriend shot him for a video.
Rather than a to-the-point headline
such as “Man shot dead by girlfriend
in viral stunt,” reporter Katie
Mettler opted for “He thought a book
would stop a bullet and make him a
YouTube star. Now he’s dead.”
New York Times senior digital
headline editor Mark Bulik said that
headlines like this are just means for
publications “to succeed in a digital
age.” But here’s a wild thought: People
are not subscribing at record rates for
hip digital savvy; they’re coming for
honest-to-goodness journalism.

‘STAR TREK’
MOVIES

LISTS FROM
‘HIGH FIDELITY’

SCHMIDT QUOTES
FROM ‘NEW GIRL’

» MONICA WESTLAKE
PHOTO EDITOR

» KEVIN TIONGSON
SENIOR PHOTO EDITOR

» MACKENZIE CROSSON
PHOTO EDITOR

“The Wrath of Khan”:

Songs at my funeral:

The infamous villain Khan’s return
raised the stakes for the crew of the U.S.S.
Enterprise. This movie gave us many
iconic moments, featuring a well-written
plot delivered with solid performances.
Have some tissues on hand for the movie’s closing 20 minutes; you’ll need them.

Rob, played by John Cusack, makes this
list at the funeral of his ex’s father. He says,
“I’ve always had this fantasy that some
beautiful tearful woman would insist on
‘You’re the Best Thing That Ever Happened to Me’ by Gladys Knight, but who
would that woman be?”

“Can we just take a moment to
celebrate me?”:

“Nemesis”:

Dream jobs:

The last “Star Trek” movie to feature
“The Next Generation” cast is considered
the least popular movie in the franchise.
But Data, my favorite crew member, is
a central character in this movie. Make
sure to grab those tissue again. The ending of this movie will stick with you.

Rob’s dream jobs include very specific positions such as journalist for Rolling Stone
Magazine circa 1976–1979 and other
more general ones like architect. He also
has some stipulations when it comes to
what kind of musician he would be—never
classical or rap—and what films he would
direct—anything but German or silent.

“The Voyage Home”:
In the franchise’s most lighthearted film, we
see the Enterprise crew navigate 1986 San
Francisco as they race to save Earth by retrieving humpback whales to communicate
with an alien probe in the 23rd century.
“Star Trek (2009)”:
Though it has its problems, the 2009
reboot introduced “Star Trek” to a new
generation of fans 40 years after the
original series was canceled. With a solid
plot, action sequences and spectacular
visual effects, this movie pays homage to
the franchise’s roots. Also: Chris Pine.
“First Contact”:
The crew battles its biggest enemy, the
Borg, to prevent them from changing
the course of history and taking over the
Enterprise-E. Directed by the cast’s own
Commander Riker, Jonathan Frakes, this
movie delivers an engaging plot and emotionally resonant moments that make it a
fan favorite.
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Side one, track ones:
Including “Let’s Get It On” by Marvin Gaye
and “Smells Like Teen Spirit” by Nirvana, Rob’s list is criticized by Jack Black’s
character, Barry, as he says, “How can
someone with no interest in music own a
record store?”
Angry songs about women:

If there’s one thing Schmidt loves, it’s
recognition. With his big, cheesy smile,
he seeks the praise and attention of his
romantic partners and, more importantly,
Nick Miller.
“The most sexy holidays are the 4th of
July—Independence Day, obviously—
Women’s History Month, Christmas”:
It’s no surprise that he considers Women’s
History Month one of the sexiest “holidays,” but as for the other two, I’ll have to
use my imagination.
“If you need me, I’ll be in my room,
listening to some mainstream hip-hop”:
Me too, Schmidt. Follow the sounds of
Kendrick Lamar or Cardi B, and you’ll
likely end up at my door, behind which I’ll
be performing embarrassing dance moves.
Maybe Schmidt and I aren’t so different
after all.
“The economy stinks, bees are dying,
movies are pretty much all sequels now”:

Rob only discusses where this list would
start but can’t come up with anything beyond, “You kind of have to start with Elvis
Costello, but where? ‘Motel Matches?’ ‘I
Want You?’ ‘I Hope You’re Happy Now?’
‘Green Shirt?’”

Schmidt is the king of equating real world
issues with “ first-world problems.” He
often gets worked up over mundane inconveniences like losing his driving moccasins
or, more extremely, having his tires stolen
by “street youths.”

Barry and Dick’s Songs about death:

“It’s like you’re ripping the side block
out of my mental Jenga”:

This list of songs by Rob’s friends Barry
and Dick about death is a response to
the same character death that the list of
funeral songs comes from. These include
“Tell Laura I Love Her” by Ray Peterson
and “Wreck of the Edmund Fitzgerald” by
Gordon Lightfoot.

We all have those moments throughout
the day, large or small, that throw off our
mental game, but do we ever approach it
this poetically? Even when the blocks come
crashing down, Schmidt always recovers.
He can do this all day, son!
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SCALE

MUSIC

VIDEO

VIRAL

RANDOM

TYGA’S
‘MY WAY’

‘HUMANS OF NEW
YORK: THE SERIES’

WORLD RECORD
OF BEER CARRYING

HOT WEATHER
IN THE FALL

» SAMANTHA CONRAD
GRAPHIC DESIGNER

» MACKENZIE CROSSON
PHOTO EDITOR

» ERIN BROWN
PHOTO EDITOR

» BROOKE PAWLING STENNETT
DIGITAL MANAGING EDITOR

Tyga has been releasing more music now
that he is no longer dating Kylie Jenner. I
have never been a die-hard Tyga fan, but
I was at least expecting his post-breakup
songs to be good. The song “My Way”
features Tyga casually rapping and performing “his way,” and the song is way
too repetitive. The word “yeah” is used
after almost every sentence. Not to mention, he says the phrase “my way,” more
than 20 times throughout the song—yes,
I counted. Overall, it’s a disappointing
post-breakup tune from Tyga.

While each episode of “Humans of
New York: The Series” is incredibly
well-crafted, the fourth episode,
“Relationships,” released Sept. 13, is
the most captivating yet. The episode,
streamed on Facebook’s video platform,
Watch, shows the producer Brandon
Stanton approaching couples and individuals of all ages and backgrounds
who share their stories of love, loss and
relationship challenges. The material is
emotionally charged, beautifully captured
and sometimes downright adorable.

Just a short 43-yard walk can turn pretty
intense when you’re carrying 29 steins of
beer. A German man—of course—recently
broke his own world record for carrying
the most beer steins in a feat that was
nothing short of impressive. Oliver
Strümpfel ended up carrying 152 pounds
of beer during the annual Oktoberfest
celebration in Bavaria. Strümpfel said he
had been training since February, going
to the gym at least three or four times a
week. Talk about dedication to a craft—or
should I say draft?

These days, getting dressed in the
morning feels a lot like trying to prepare
myself for the beach. Considering it’s only
September—nearly October—my shorts
should have been put away a long time
ago. Taking down my air conditioning and
then being forced into a heat wave comparable to July has not been a fun time.
Wearing long sleeves, drinking hot coffee
and enjoying the colored leaves shouldn’t
be a hardship when Halloween is only a
month away. I love being warm, but only
when I’m in a sweater.

MUSIC

VIDEO

VIRAL

RANDOM

NEW POLITICS’
‘MADELEINE’

‘MOTHER!’

NEW CAST OF
‘SURVIVOR’

KRAMERS
HEALTH FOODS

» PATRICK CASEY
GRAPHIC DESIGNER

» ALEX SWAN
COPY EDITOR

» JAY BERGHUIS
COPY EDITOR

» LAINEY SCHIEK
MARKETING CONSULTANT

The band New Politics released its single
“Madeleine” Sept. 14, and it’s a high-energy, well-written goodbye song to a girl
named Madeleine. When listening to
the track, the abundance of emotions is
evident by its upbeat rhythm and catchy
lyrics. This track took the feelings usually
related to a heartbreaking farewell and
made it into a song fit for a parade. The
bouncy progression of the piano keeps
the song simple and fun, which will allow
anyone—especially people in a bar during
closing time—to love it.

“Mother!,” released Sept. 15, is the latest mind-bender from director Darren
Aronofsky, who also directed “Black Swan”
and “Requiem for a Dream.” Fans of those
films will love the surrealism, dark imagery and clever use of sound that carries
over to “Mother!” They will also like the
feminist themes, such as motherhood vs.
fatherhood and child-rearing in a patriarchal society. However, general audience
members may find themselves split, especially the ones who don’t appreciate being
led down a rabbit hole.

Although “Survivor” returns for Season
35 on Sept. 27, the new cast has already
been officially released with brief cast
bios on the show’s website. Though there
are a few standouts who seem to be nothing like previous “Survivor” contestants,
most of the cast is predictable: either
attractive, athletic and extroverted, or
scrawny, brainy and strategic. These classically opposing player types have been
interesting for 17 years, but it’s time for
CBS to step outside of the mold and give
viewers truly innovative social dynamics.

For all vegetarians who would like to get
down with some green goodness, I highly
recommend Kramer’s, located at 230 S.
Wabash Ave. It has the best smoothies
and reasonably priced food for college
kids. Go upstairs to the vegetarian café
and discover this cute little place to
chill out and order really good food. A
personal favorite is the avocado banana
smoothie with a pinch of cinnamon, but
it also offers other drinks like vegetable
juices and various kinds of treats like
Ratatouille and vegan mac and cheese.
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Chicago Book Expo Schedule of Events Oct. 1
Film Row Auditorium

Room 837

Room 835-836

8th Floor Foyer

12
pm

Vivian Maier:
A Photographer’s Life
and Afterlife

All of Us:
Organizing Resistance

Columbia Faculty/
Student Reading

Writing Your Personal
Story: Digging Deep
into Discovery

1
pm

Drawing No Small Plans

MAKE X: A Decade of
Literary Art

Voices from Syria:
Listening in a Time of
Misrepresentation

One Page Test

2
pm

Race, Public Art, and
Architecture

10 Tips for Writing
Dialogue

Rust Belt Chicago

Creating a Career

3
pm

Eve Ewing and
Nate Marshall

Chicago’s Fabulous
Fountains and River
Bridges

Mysterious and
Thrilling Women

Independent, But Not
Alone: The Small Press
Experience

4
pm

Race and Class in
Trump’s America

Bowling: Water,
Architecture, Urbanism

Chicago Renaissance: The
City’s Importance for
Poetry and Literature

Wasted Pages:
Exquisite Corpse
Workshop

The Chicago Book Expo is an Engage Columbia event
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Dirt Cake and Gummy Worms
Calling all chocolate and gummy worm lovers: This recipe is a combination
of all things chocolate mixed with the delicious candy-favorite gummies,
creating a fun and unique presentation. It’s also a great way to save any
brownies that didn’t turn out as pretty as hoped. With a quick combination of several recipes, you’ll have a nostalgic treat ready to eat.

Ingredients:
1 box Betty Crocker brownie mix
3 tablespoons water
2 eggs
1/2 cup vegetable oil
12 oz. bag of mini chocolate chips
2 chocolate pudding cups
Handful of gummy worms
Directions:
1. Prepare brownies according to
directions on box.
2. Let brownies cool for about
30 minutes.
3. After cooling, cut brownies and layer
slices in mug, alternation pudding and
brownies with gummy worms mixed in.
4. Place additional gummy worms on
top of mud cake.

meOUT

» PATRICK CASEY & MONICA WESTLAKE/CHRONICLE

CHECK

odeloian@columbiachronicle.com

» OLIVIA DELOIAN
CAMPUS REPORTER

Recipe

IF YOU COULD SHOP AT ONE STORE FOR THE
REST OF YOUR LIFE, WHERE WOULD IT BE?

» PHOTOS MACKENZIE CROSSON/CHRONICLE

Alyssa Collins
senior communication major

“Madewell. It’s the place where I work, and I really like their clothes; it’s just really expensive.”

Kenard Chambers
senior music major
“H&M. I’m kind of a skinny, tall
guy, so they have my coordinates
down pretty good.”

Paige Miller
junior communication major
“Elborne. They are extremely
ethical and sustainable and
create a transparent fashion
environment.”
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Mutts releases new EP and music video

receive communion if you are a ‘practicing
homosexual.’ Things like that really turned
me off to the establishment in general,
but the more I talk to people within the
establishment, I find really accepting and
caring individuals. It’s seeing the trees
through the forest; I realized a lot of the
people that I was afraid to come out to
are really supportive of me.

» ALEXA RIXON
ARTS & CULTURE REPORTER

NOW PLAYING

For the rest of this Q&A, visit
www.columbiachronicle.com!

feel. If you listen to the words in the verses,
they’re kind of dealing with some of the more
negative repercussions of certain religions.
When we switch to the choruses, I take my
hands off my face to show it’s not all bad. There’s
a lot of great religious people out there who do
great things and are accepting and supportive.
How did you become more open about
your upbringing?
I had a pretty difficult time coming out
within my own head and I guess I was
looking for something to blame. You can’t
get married in a Catholic church, you can’t

GRAPHIC DESIGNER
“Cannot Do This Alone”

Colony House

“Work It Out”

Knox Hamilton

“Everything’s Gonna Be Alright”

Mike Mains

Listen to all the tracks at http://open.spotify.com/user/thecolumbiachronicle
» NOAH KELLY
INTERIM AD AND BUSINESS MANAGER

» MARIANA RODRIGUEZ

“Road to Nowhere”

“Survivor”

“Face to Face”
“No Tony”

“Don’t Wanna Fight”

Alabama Shakes

“Closer”

“All Will Be Well”

Gabe Dixon Band

“Time After Time”

» BLAISE MESA

Queen

“Time to Pretend”

“Under Pressure”

Queen

“Time Waits for No One”

“Come On!”
“I’m Born to Run”

Daft Punk
Mr. Oizo
Tegan and Sara
Cyndi Lauper

Saint Motel
The Hives
American Authors
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“Ramble On”
“Let’s Live for Today”
“Time”

MARKETING CONSULTANT

“Free Fallin’”
“Don’t Stop Believing”
“Eye of the Tiger”
“Walking On Sunshine”

Destiny’s Child
Tom Petty
Journey
Survivor
Katrina & The Waves

» SAMANTHA CONRAD

CAMPUS REPORTER

“Don’t Stop Me Now”

“Move”

Talking Heads

» OLIVIA DELOIAN

METRO REPORTER

Mutts’ frontman and keyboardist Mike Maimone
directed its new music video “I’ll Be Around”
which was released with its EP Stick Together
Sept. 12.

Time management anthems

Tunes to help you stay motivated and keep it together.
» AMELIA DETWILER

» PHOTOS COURTESY MUTTS

CHICAGO-BASED ROCK BAND Mutts, founded
in 2009, is a keys, bass and drums trio with
Mike Maimone as frontman and keyboardist, Ian Tsan on drums, and Bob Buckstaff
on guitar and bass.
The band’s single “Let’s Go” was played
at Wrigley Field during the Cubs’ historic
2016 World Series run.
Mutts released its latest EP Stick Together,
and music video, “I’ll Be Around,” directed
by Maimone, Sept. 12. The video features
LGBTQ couples alongside clips of the band
playing and Maimone singing, initially covering his face but later singing with pride.
The Chronicle spoke with Maimone about were just comfortable casually expressing
the music video and his experiences that that they are in love and together, it would be
lead to its vision.
less of an issue. The song is [about how] I’ve
had some relationships turn sour because a
The Chronicle: What inspired the music man was not able to overcome internal guilt
video “I’ll Be Around”?
or external pressure or some combination of
MIKE MAIMONE: I was raised in a the two. I wanted to make a song that was
Catholic family and I’m a gay man. I find reaching out to people who still feel like they
myself holding hands with my fiancé in pub- can’t be themselves in their relationships.
lic and feeling a little uncomfortable, and I’m
not sure if that’s because of my religious back- In the video, you cover your face with
ground or growing up in a rural conservative translucent hands—what is that meant
area in Ohio. I know several friends who are to symbolize?
the same way in public, and if more people To symbolize the shame and guilt a lot of people

arixon@columbiachronicle.com

audiofile

GRAPHIC DESIGNER
MGMT
The Rolling Stones
Led Zeppelin
The Grass Roots
Pink Floyd

“Lost”
“How Hard I Try”
“Tell Me Now”
“Stuck”
“Buttercup”

The Temper Trap
Filous
Capital Soirée
The Aces
Hippo Campus

arts & culture
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t 26th Street and California
Avenue, thousands of Cook County
Jail inmates are awaiting trial.
The time between arrest and trial varies.
For some, it is only a matter of days while
others can wait years. Many inmates
are left in jail cells simply because
they cannot afford to post bail, which
can cost tens of thousands of dollars.
An order by Chief Cook County Judge
Timothy Evans issued July 17 and effective Sept. 18 is meant to stop detention of
defendants based on their income status.
The order requires judges to set a bail
that offenders can afford. Evans recently
replaced six judges presiding over bond
hearings, an action that seemed like a
concerted step in implementing the order,
which says the court will inquire about
defendants’ ability to pay and “such inquiry
shall allow the prosecutor, defense counsel,
and the defendant the opportunity to provide the court with information pertinent to
the defendant’s ability to pay monetary bail.”

An Illinois law requiring judges to
take defendants’ financial standing
into account while setting bail was
already in place prior to Evans’ order,
but many judges disregarded the law.
Enforcing bail reform is long overdue.
According to a July 2016 study from
Princeton University, pretrial detention
has detrimental effects on those jailed. For
defendants unable to afford bail, chances of
imprisonment after trial are significantly
higher. Even if defendants’ charges are ultimately cleared, their lives have already been
severely affected by detention. The study
stated that pretrial detention prevents
inmates from working the jobs they already
have and disrupts their lives. The study
also found the stigma of being detained can
leave defendants unemployed post-trial.
While bail reform is an important part
of creating a criminal justice system fair
to all defendants, changes must be strictly
enforced. Judges can disregard the order
issued by Evans the same way critics

Facebook, Google must act after
allowing ads promoting hate speech

O

n Sept. 14, ProPublica released
a report stating Facebook’s
ad-buying platform enabled
advertisers to target users who used
hate speech on their profiles. Only a
day later, Buzzfeed News reported
that Google also had shown a lack of
foresight by allowing advertisers to
use racist keywords, and its logarithms
suggested even more bigoted words.
These are only two in a string of
controversies about ad-buying on
the large social media platform. On
Sept. 6, Facebook also acknowledged
$100,000 worth of advertisements
bought from inauthentic accounts
likely based in Russia, according to a
release from Facebook’s newsroom.

Each controversy brought forth spokespeople for Google and Facebook denying
misuse of their platforms. Google’s
Senior Vice President of Advertising
and Commerce Sridhar Ramaswamy
stated, “We’ve already turned off these
[keyword] suggestions, and any ads that
made it through, and will work harder
to stop this from happening again.”
Facebook Product Management
Director Rob Leathern had similar sentiments to ProPublica about the site’s
ad-buying platform failing to screen for
hate speech. Leathern said, “We know we
have more work to do, so we’re also building new guardrails in our product and
review processes to prevent other issues
like this from happening in the future.”

claim the Illinois Bail Reform Act, which
Gov. Bruce Rauner signed into law June
9, was disregarded. Last year, a lawsuit
filed by two former inmates claimed the
now-released defendants were given
unaffordable bail and Cook County judges
routinely set bail amounts too high, and
they are pushing forward with the case
until enforcement improves, according
to a Sept. 11 Chicago Tribune article.

The public should acknowledge these
small changes made for the good they
may bring to the criminal justice system, but the fight for bail reform isn’t
over until defendants can be sure judges
presiding over bond hearings will comply. Until then, one can hope actions like
Evans’ will change the county’s court
room culture to protect low-income
defendants from unnecessary jail time.

It’s unsurprising the companies
would rush to release a statement
once these issues came to light.
Google and Facebook did what anybody does after getting caught doing
something wrong: damage control.
Dominant media platforms such as
Facebook and Google have historically
marketed themselves as progressive
companies which value diversity and
social change. Whether displaying
rainbow filters in June for LGBTQ
pride or honoring civil rights leaders
for Black History Month, Facebook
and Google aggressively show their
left-leaning users they are socially aware
because an “ethical” company sells.
Facebook and Google have turned
caring about social change into a
marketing tactic while remaining complacent about how they contribute to
bigotry and subversion of the political
system. These companies only seem

EDITORIAL
to decide on changes when their reputations may be negatively affected.
If Facebook and Google want their
users to believe they are progressive
companies committed to the highest
corporate ethics, they must prove it with
serious changes in the way their policies
handle hate speech. This issue cannot be
dismissed with a statement on improving
functions and moderation—especially
with the reports that online platforms
like Facebook played a part in the rise
of hate groups that congregate online.
The rapid advancement of the internet over a few years gave us new and
improved means of communication.
Compared to only 20 years ago, the
ability to connect with others like we
do now seems almost unimaginable. A
future without the proliferation of hate
speech seems just as remote, but with
meaningful action from all levels of
influence in society, a change could come.

» AMELIA DETWILE R/CHRON ICLE

Cook County shouldn’t bail on further
reform after change in bond hearings

EDITORIAL
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Did you catch a mistake, think we could have covered a story better or
have strong beliefs about an issue that faces all of us here at Columbia?
Why not write a letter to the editor? At the bottom of Page 2,
you’ll find a set of guidelines on how to do this. Let us hear
from you. —The Columbia Chronicle Editorial Board

opinions

» CHARLIE CONNELLY
ADS & BUSINESS MANAGER

A

s “The Office’s” Andy Bernard
once delicately put it, “I wish
there was a way to know you’re
in the good old days before you’ve actually left them.” I know that the best is
yet to come, but my time at Columbia
certainly will be included when I
reminisce about my “good old days.”
I came to Columbia as a cocky
18-year-old kid from white suburbia, eager to make my lasting mark
in the journalism world. Little did I
know that just over two years later,
I would be leaving the college as a
Wrigleyville resident living with two
lifelong friends and taking a fulltime job in advertising. Life has a
very interesting way of crafting your
path, but every decision we make sets
off our own chain of events. I could
not be happier that I took the leap of
faith to be a commuter at a college
I knew virtually nothing about.
There are countless Columbia
stories I could share, but there is one
that truly explains who I am and who
I want to be in adulthood. In high
school and college, I worked at a family-run barbeque restaurant, Q-BBQ,
where I would serve the same family
Tuesday nights after they finished
ballet class. Brian and Nicole were
the best, and their children were
absolutely adorable. Flash forward to
February 2015, and I was attending
my Columbia Admitted Students Day,
eager to explore what my future held.

» BROOKE PAWLING STENNETT
DIGITAL MANAGING EDITOR

Ivanka Trump needs to take
herself out of the equation

W

hile on “The Dr. Oz Show,”
Ivanka Trump, senior adviser
and daughter of President
Donald Trump, told Dr. Oz, “With each
of my three children, I had some level of
postpartum depression.”
“It was a very challenging, emotional
time for me because I felt like I was not living up to my potential as a parent or as an
entrepreneur and executive,” she added.
The interview, which aired Sept. 21,
drew both immediate backlash and lavish
praise. The skeptics had a right to be wary,
and women who had been in her shoes had
a right to feel represented. Ivanka’s focus
on herself rather than her postpartum
depression was disheartening—but hardly
surprising given her track record with
staying silent when it comes to women’s
health issues or their rights in general. In
fact, Ivanka said she did not plan to speak
out about her experience with PPD until
Dr. Oz asked her about it.
Eleven to 20 percent of women each
year experience PPD symptoms after
giving birth, according to the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention.
Symptoms include feeling sad, hopeless
or angry, and thinking about harming
themselves or their babies. Some women
lack any emotion toward their infants, and
are shamed for acknowledging it or going
for treatment.
Because of the stigma, only 15 percent
of PPD sufferers actually receive effective
treatment, according to Postpartum
Progress, an award-winning advocacy
blog for PPD. Women who do get treatment—usually anti-depressants and
counseling—have found insurance companies unwilling to support them and doctors undertrained, according to an Aug. 1,
2011, NPR article.
Over the last few years, celebrities such
as Adele, Gwyneth Paltrow and Chrissy
Teigen have all revealed their battles
with PPD with loud, courageous voices to
help break the stigma. So, why is it that
Ivanka—an influential female figure in
today’s politics—has remained ambiguous
or silent on many women’s health issues

for so long? She has the biggest platform
in the world and must use it to assist her
fellow women. Ivanka has the right to a
private life as the rest of us do, but now that
she has voiced her struggles, it’s her duty
to continue to raise awareness rather than
wipe her hands clean.
As many have noted, Ivanka has not
spoken out on other women’s health issues
that matter just as much. Ivanka was
reportedly behind an offer given to the
director of Planned Parenthood, which
said that PP could keep its funding if it
got rid of abortion services, according to a
March 8 Newsweek article. The director
declined. Ivanka’s lack of empathy is proof
that the most important female voice in the
White House is against women too.
Ivanka went on to tell Dr. Oz, “Look,
I consider myself a very hard-charging
person. I am ambitious. I’m passionate. I’m
driven, but this is something that affects
parents all over the country.”
What does her ambition have to do with
the parents who are affected? Do passionate, driven women who have PPD matter
more than those who aren’t? It’s commendable that Ivanka spoke out about
her experience with PPD, but it seems
as if she lacks any awareness of what
other women are going through.
If Ivanka was able to take herself out
of the equation and say, “This matters
because women are dying and it is a
never-ending cycle I have the utmost
empathy for,” this interview would
have done what it needed to do: Show us
that women’s health rights still have a
chance of being salvaged. Yet, here we
are, and there she truly is.
bpawlingsstennett@columbiachronicle.com

Appreciate
the good old
days while
they’re here

cconnelly@columbiachronicle.com

FAREWELL COMMENTARY

As I was riding on a Columbia elevator, I bumped into a familiar man
who was wearing a beanie and had a
thick beard. It was Brian from Q-BBQ.
In the past, we had made small talk
about mashed potatoes and gravy or
our shared janitorial experiences, but
we never chatted about work. He told
me he worked at Columbia, and minutes later, Brian Marth, now assistant
provost for Academic Services, was
in front of the entire crowd of newly
accepted students and called me out.
Marth explained the importance
of dynamic, engaging innovators
willing to cultivate their craft. He
told the audience we needed more
“Charlie Connellys out there” to
personalize every encounter.
That moment really stuck with
me. My goal has never been to find
my creative others or enhance my
professional network but rather
to make meaningful relationships
with the people around me. Marth’s
comments from that day have guided
me in my pursuit of authenticity
in my relationships ever since.
Since then, I have worked at three
demanding internships and fronted
the sales efforts of The Chronicle. I
experienced great triumphs as well
as defeats, but no matter what, I
always had my Chronicle community
beside me. Columbia isn’t always the
easiest place to meet people, but The
Chronicle helped me with that. Rather
than sparking random conversation
with a classmate, I had a family I
could call my own in the newsroom.
Zoë Haworth is The Chronicle’s current art director, but more importantly,
she is the sweetest person I have had
the pleasure of knowing. Noah Kelly,
who is like a brother to me, will take
my place as the new ad & business
manager. He is the most passionate
person around and seeks the same
kind of authenticity that I do in every
interaction he has. Chris Richert, who
is our general manager, has been a
father figure for me at Columbia—in
the same way he has been for so many
others before me. He has praised me
when it was necessary, scolded
me when I was out of line and
hugged me when I was in tears.
I’ve learned so much in my time
at Columbia: Don’t live what you
love. Continue to love what you
live, and grow your love for your
unique life each and every single
day. Take risks, fall down, but
get back up and continue to love
yourself and your life for what
it is. You’ll be happy you did.
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It’s time
to teach
LGBTQ
history
» JAY BERGHUIS
COPY EDITOR

C

alifornia’s Fair, Accurate, Inclusive and Respectful Education Act
was passed during the 2011–2012
school year and requires the state’s
public schools to teach LGBTQ-inclusive
history. However, the law was not implemented until the 2016–2017 school year.
Students now are taught a comprehensive view of the LGBTQ community’s
struggles and achievements, including
lessons on Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell, Harvey
Milk and the targeting of gay men during
the Holocaust. This may sound like just
another lesson in making sure the public
education system is as comprehensive and
unbiased as possible, but California is
the first and only state to do this.
Harvey Milk, the riots
at the Stonewall Inn,
the first openly gay
Congressman Gerry
Studds, One,
Inc. v. Olesen,
the first
Supreme
Court
case to
rule in
favor of
LGBTQ
publica-
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» JOCELYN MORENO/CHRONICLE

jberghuis@columbiachronicle.com

COMMENTARY

tions, and many other major moments
and figures in LGBTQ history are
not even blips on the radar screen
of high school history courses. This
lack of representation is the case
for a shocking number of young
LGBTQ students right now. Their
history is not in the textbooks.
According to a 2017 survey published
by GLAAD, 20 percent of people ages
18–34 identify as lesbian, gay, bisexual
or transgender. While there is less
data on those under 18, a 2017 study
conducted by J. Walter Thompson
Intelligence found that less than half
of teenagers currently between 13–18
identified as completely heterosexual. Even conservative estimates say
there is at least one LGBTQ student
in every classroom in America. Not
teaching their history is a disservice.
These statistics point to a self-perpetuating cycle. Not teaching a group
of people their own history could mold
them to be complicit in their own
oppression and—in the cases of many
LGBTQ people—their own deaths.
Though the first cases of AIDS were
reported in 1981, former President
Ronald Reagan did not use the word
“AIDS” publicly until 1985, and he
did not give a speech on the epidemic
until May 31, 1987. By then, more
than 20,000 Americans had died from
the disease. Refusing to teach this
history only entrenches stigma even
more deeply and allows government
failures of that era to escape scrutiny.
Young LGBTQ people deserve to
know their own history. Their rights,
agency and, ultimately, lives depend
on not remaining silent in the face of
oppression throughout the past and
present. Until legislation is passed in
every state in the country, it is up
to the LGBTQ community to
know and teach about
those who paved
the way, both for
their sake and the
sake of those
who need to
understand
and accept
them. Nobody
can learn
from history
they were
never
taught .

3-in-1 Chicago ID means homeless, immigrants, ex-offenders will have more access to the city » page 34

» PHOTOS KEVIN TIONGSON/CHRONICLE

metro

Jasmine Lee, who works at G2 Crowd, a business inside the opera house. Lee said she is
concerned that the construction could alter
the opera house’s exterior, adding that she
Sustainable Urban Development at DePaul does not think the Riverwalk needs updating.
» BLAISE MESA
METRO REPORTER
University. “It’ll be great for a city [such as
The Riverwalk expansion will benefit local
Chicago] where people go outside to enjoy businesses in the long run, Curran said, addCHICAGO IS PLANNING to renovate three loca- the weather when it warms up.”
ing that she expects it will encourage people
tions to further expand the city’s Riverwalk
Local architecture firms have submitted to explore other city locations they might
and is currently receiving public feedback early designs, which are on display at Expo have neglected before.
to help select a design.
72, 72 E. Randolph St., until January 2018.
“It’s always really cool to bring traffic to this
The back of the Civic Opera House, the Ideas include a floating ecology classroom, a side of the Loop,” said Laurel Freidenberg,
area beneath the Congress Parkway bridge, boating raceway, audiovisual performance chief of staff at Eastman Egg Company, 23 N.
and the land from Ping Tom Park to the St. space and a Riverwalk extension to Ping Upper Wacker Drive. The company, directly
Charles Air Line Bridge in Chinatown are Tom Park.
across from the Civic Opera House, might
the three designated places for Riverwalk
“This bold initiative will help us imagine even be able to open the store on weekends
construction, which have 27 possible designs new possibilities to further develop our riv- or later at night because of the Riverwalk’s
from nine different architecture firms, erfront in ways that will benefit current and extension, she added.
according to a Sept. 14 mayoral press release. future generations,” Mayor Rahm Emanuel
Amanda Neely, owner of Overflow Coffee
“It’s a beautiful space,” said Winifred said in the Sept. 14 press release.
Bar, 1550 S. State St., near the St. Charles
Curran, a geography associate professor
Of the three locations, the Civic Opera
and co-director of the master program in House is the oldest and most historic, said

Airline Bridge, expressed concern about the
renovations. The Riverwalk brings potential for new business, she said, but it can
also attract chains and franchises. Curran
also shared concern especially about the
construction potentially disrupting traffic
patterns and hindering deliveries and the
businesses’ overall accessibility.
Freidenberg said she isn’t overly concerned with the upcoming construction.“I think noise—and if it becomes
obstructive to the sidewalk, at that point
it becomes a little concerning.”
Eastman Egg Company has many
dedicated customers in the area who do
not commute via car, so there would not
be a problem if there were road closures,
she said.
“That idea of access and convenience
are the biggest barriers,” Curran said.
bmesa@columbiachronicle.com

Chicago preparing for major
Riverwalk expansion

Designs submitted by nine architecture firms for the three riverwalk locations are on display for the
public at Expo 72, 72 E. Randolph St., and the city is receiving public feedback at ChiRiverLab.com

Civic Opera House
will have a brand
new backyard
with planned
additional
walkways.

The Congress
Parkway Bridge
and the Civic
Opera House
have new plans
to redesign the
unused space.
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Harvard needs to
follow its own words

H
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“While we do not shy away from controversy, we insist that all speakers take
questions, and these questions are often
hard and challenging ones,” the Sept. 15
press release stated. “Hearing a very wide
range of views, regardless of what members of our community think about the
people offering those views, is fundamental to the learning process.”
Whether one disagrees with Manning’s
actions and considers them treason is
irrelevant. She was pardoned by former
President Barack Obama in January and
released in May. She served her time.
Harvard’s rollback goes against its own
comments, which tells its students that
they should always succumb to those with
power rather than challenge them.
Higher educational institutions should
always welcome differing viewpoints and
perceptions to broaden students’ horizons
and invite reasoned debate.
Pompeo is a U.S. Military Academy
at West Point and Harvard Law School
graduate, according to the CIA’s website.
Morell has a master’s degree in economics from Georgetown University in
Washington D.C., according to Beacon
Global Strategies’ website—where he
is a senior counselor.
These are two well-educated men
who should understand their actions
go against the purpose of higher education. If Pompeo and Morell truly
believe they are correct and think
Manning is a traitor, they should
welcome the challenge to engage
with her in an open debate on a public
stage. This was their opportunity, but
instead, they are running away.

ebradach@columbiachronicle.com

arvard University’s Institute of
Politics withdrew its invitation
Sept. 15 for Chelsea Manning
to serve as a visiting fellow during the
2017–2018 academic year, viiolating its
own educational philosophy.
The original invitation to Manning—a
transgender woman who spent nearly
four years in prison for leaking hundreds
of thousands of classified government
documents to WikiLeaks in 2010—triggered retaliation from CIA Director Mike
Pompeo and former acting CIA Director
Michael Morell, both of whom canceled
speaking appearances at Harvard Sept.
14, the day after the university announced
Manning’s invitation, according to
Pompeo’s letter to the university.
The institution stated it is withdrawing
the visiting fellow title because critics
perceive it as honorific—not because of
Manning’s sexual identity—even though
Harvard uses the term visiting fellow for
speakers who have significantly influenced world events. However, Manning
will still be allowed to spend a day at the
institution and speak, according to a Sept.
15 IOP press release.
Meanwhile, Harvard has bestowed the
title of visiting fellow on Robby Mook,
Hillary Clinton’s 2016 presidential campaign manager; Corey Lewandowski,
President Donald Trump’s former presidential campaign manager; and Sean
Spicer, Trump’s former White House
press secretary.
So rather than honoring an individual
who sacrificed her freedom to inform
the American people of its government’s
wrongdoings, critics think Harvard
should honor individuals who help lose
presidential elections to reality TV stars,
are charged with battery after confrontations with reporters and hide behind
bushes when their job gets rough.
The university is one step away from
banning her from speaking because someone in power was offended by a meaningless title. Manning’s critics can learn from
Harvard’s own words—and the institution
itself needs to heed them.
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GENTRIFICATION IN CHICAGO displaced many longtime residents
from affected neighborhoods and
has drained the affordable housing pool, but a new pilot program
from Mayor Rahm Emanuel is
designed to change that.
The initiative, announced at a
Sept. 6 City Council meeting, lays
out new affordability requirements
for development projects in the statistically gentrified Near North,
Near West and Northwest sides.
The initiative continues the
work of the 2015 Affordable
Requirements Ordinance, which
required developments receiving
financial assistance from the city or
involving city-owned land to incorporate affordable housing into 10
percent of the building or pay a fee
up to $225,000.

The new, tougher rules will no
longer allow developments to opt
out by paying the fee, according to
an Aug. 25 press release from the
mayor’s office.
Steadily rising housing costs
have made the need for more
affordable housing critical, according to neighborhood advocates.
“To afford an apartment in
Chicago, that means an individual has to work two full-time
minimum-wage jobs,” said James
Rudyk, executive director for the
Northwest Side Housing Center.
“It’s just not realistic.”
The pilot’s targeted Milwaukee
Corridor area— including the
areas of Logan Square, Avondale
and West Town— covers approximately nine square miles and
raises the ARO unit obligation to
20 percent for developers building off-site within the pilot area.
While Rudyk said the 20 percent

requirement is a “step in the right
direction,” it will only generate a
hypothetical 24 units in a 120-unit
development—which is insufficient, especially for the growing
number of people who cannot
afford the area and do not have a
home or place to rent, he added.
The pilot program lacks a holistic plan to prevent displacement
throughout the city, said Juan
Carlos Linares, executive director for Latin United Community
Housing Association, which promotes housing as a human right
for low-income individuals.
“[There are] very disinvested
areas where people are leaving
because of crime and violence, and
we see this reflected in the diminishing demographics, particularly
in African-American neighborhoods,” Linares said. “There’s no
holistic plan to give dignity and
respect to that issue.”

set to the tune of 100 percent of
the average median income for a
Chicago household family of four,
$79,000. In comparison, the AMI
for a four person-family in Logan
Square is about $40,000.
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In the Near West zones, developers who do not want to build
affordable units within the buildings can opt to build affordable
housing off-site in the pilot
area—but one-third of the units

» PATRICK CASEY/CHRONICLE

Emanuel’s anti-gentrification plan may
not be enough to stop displacement
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CHICAGO’S EXPANDED MUNICIPAL ID
program is reaching out to underserved residents with limited
access to city services.
City Clerk Anna Valencia
announced a “3-in-1” benefit to
municipal ID holders, which will
allow them to use the card as
personal identification, Chicago
Transit Authority card and public
library card, according to a Sept.
13 press release.
City Council passed an ordinance in April 2016 to create the
program for Chicago residents,
regardless of immigration or
housing status, criminal record
or gender identity. Mayor Rahm
Emanuel allocated $1 million from
the 2017 city budget to the municipal ID program, according to the
press release.
However, community members
are concerned about how the city

will obtain and store information
from undocumented immigrants.
“We wouldn’t do a program
that we thought would ever put
anyone’s information at risk,” said
Kate Le Furgy, Valencia’s chief
external relations officer. “We
have created this program with
security and fraud protection as
our top priority.”
Immigrant advocacy organizations such as the Illinois Coalition
for Immigrant and Refugee Rights
have worked with the municipal
ID program.
“We wanted to make sure that
any information that is retained
would be minimal, so we strongly
advocated [the city] not hold on to
documents that applicants would
provide and that any personal contact information be kept to a minimum,” said Fred Tsao, ICIRR’s
senior policy counsel. “The city listened to that and wrote into their
ordinance that they would not hold

» ZOË HAWORTH/CHRONICLE

on to address or cell phone number
information and is now going so far
as to not even keep names.”
Le Furgy said the program will
be selecting a technology vendor
for the card within the next few
weeks, and the first cards will be
issued in December to “test out the
kinks,” with a full distribution in
spring 2018.
The city will accept a range of
documents for the ID application,
such as an expired foreign passport or utility bill, similar to New
York City’s ID program. Chicago
will be the first U.S. city to allow
all municipal ID users to pay public
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transit fees with the
card and self-identify their genders.
Anne Bowhay,
Chicago Coalition
for the Homeless’
relations and media
director, said the group
is concerned whether
homeless individuals will
have to pay for the ID. What
could be considered a modest
fee to most can be prohibitive
to low-income or homeless individuals, she added.
“Individuals experiencing
homelessness face many barriers to obtaining identification,”
Bowhay said. “Identification documents are critical for access to
employment, healthcare, public
benefits and other services.”
While the cost of the ID has not
been finalized, the city is considering a $10 fee, and possible waivers
for youth and senior citizens. Free
IDs for homeless individuals are
also under consideration. Le Furgy
said the city clerk’s office is looking to create “mobile technology”
to make the ID more accessible,

rather than only offering it for
distribution at City Hall.
The ID program would also
benefit individuals with criminal
and arrest records when they are
released from incarceration.
“[There are] 500 people released
from our prison system every
day, and the way the law works in
Illinois is when you’re arrested,
you have a small window of time
where someone can come and
collect your personal belongings,
which often includes your wallet,
and a government-issued ID,” Le
Furgy said. “So if no one comes to
pick up your things, regardless of
whether you’re convicted of the
crime, you lose your source of ID.”
The program directors hope
city institutions and museums
will offer discounted rates or
admission to those with a
municipal ID.
“Encouraging all these
other institutions to accept
this card for identification
purposes would encourage
people to take advantage of
opportunities they have in the
city,” Tsao said.
seadens@columbiachronicle.com

‘Chicago ID’ will offer more
access to city services

» BLAISE MESA
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JEFFERSON PARK RESIDENTS are
debating whether to turn local
parking lots into community
green spaces.
At Chicago’s first “Parking
Day,” an international event that
started nearly a decade ago in San
Francisco, local advocacy group

Jefferson Park Forward took over
three parking spaces on Gale
Street Sept. 15. The group put in
turf, pitched tents and played lawn
games with interactive chalkboards to engage the community.
Ryan Richter, Jefferson Park
Forward’s president, said, “The
purpose of [Parking Day] is to
highlight [all] the ways in which
the public spaces people take for

The parking lot in Veterans Plaza, next to the Jefferson Park Transit Center, is
packed tightly without any extra parking spaces for cars.

granted every day—parking spaces
in this case—could be put to [a
variety of] different uses,”
Before the event, Richter said
the group checked with Ald. John
Arena’s (45th Ward) office and
local police to make sure everything was in order, and they were
told it would be OK as long as
they paid for the meters and were
not obstructing traffic. However,
because there were parked cars
in the group’s reserved spots, they
were forced to move up the block
to the corner of Milwaukee Avenue
and Veterans Place, Richter added.
Jefferson Park Forward estimates there are 21 underused
areas of varying sizes in Jefferson
Park, including the parking lots
by the Copernicus Center, 5216
W. Lawrence Ave., and the parking lot for Hoyne Bank, 4786 N.
Milwaukee Ave. This has left some
residents to wonder whether this
land is well-utilized.

“[It’s] a discussion that really
needs to be had, and that was why
we were out there to begin with,”
Richter said.
As the debate swells, Jefferson
Park Forward has the backing
of the neighborhoods Chamber
President Brian Nadig. Nadig
is considering working with
Jefferson Park Forward to create
more pedestrian-friendly areas,
Richter said.
Jefferson Park does have multiple major parks in the area for
residents, including Jefferson
Memorial, Wilson, Foster Austin
and Durnham parks in the neighboring Portage Park community,
said Owen Brugh, chief of staff and
general counsel for Arena.
“Unfortunately, at this point, we
are a society that needs [to have]
cars and places to put them,” Brugh
said. “At the same time, quite a bit
of our world has been turned over
to automobiles.”
Reginald Smith, 44, a Galewood
resident and registered representative for Primary America
Insurance, was conflicted over the
debate but said more grassland and

parks for families should always
be considered.
There are plans to add more
private parking in Jefferson Park,
according to Brugh, including a
114-unit building directly adjacent to the Jefferson Park Transit
Center. The building will feature
200 parking spaces. Those spaces
will serve the Copernicus Center—
for concerts and events, an office
across the street, and provide some
parking for residents.
“[Having more parking] can’t
hurt,” said Ralph Abron, 60, a
13-year Jefferson Park resident
and salesman at Kensington
Research and Recovery. With two
forest preserves in the neighborhood, he said there is enough room
for families to have picnics
and other outdoor activities.
Michael Marshall, a fulltime CTA bus driver for the
Jefferson Park Transit Center,
said it was unfair that parking
could be taken away for potential grassy areas.
“You can’t take away residential parking from people,”
he said.
bmesa@columbiachronicle.com

Parking vs. grassy space debate
intensifies in Jefferson Park
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the home rehabilitation in three
years and then sell them at affordable prices, according to the mayor’s press release.
Emanuel enlisted the help of
The Safer Foundation, a nonprofit that helps individuals with
criminal records re-enter society,
to connect with for the projects.
Harry Alston, the group’s vice
president of Strategic Planning
and Development, said the
organization will

such as MB Financial, Rush
University Medical Center and the
Chicago Community Loan Fund
for the program, according to the
press release.
Nicole Johnson, data and
communications manager for
Teamwork Englewood—a nonprofit community organization
based in the South Side neighborhood—said the restored
homes sold at affordable prices
could increase home ownership
for community members who
have rented all their lives.

» SAMANTHA CONRAD/CHRONICLE

RECAPTURING A HOUSE on a block
of vacant properties can give a
community a sense of hope, said
La Shone Kelly, housing counselor for Garfield Park Community
Council. Garfield Park, along with
two other Chicago neighborhoods,
will receive city funds to perform
this work.

In a Sept. 13 press release, Mayor
Rahm Emanuel announced the
$6 million Chicago Neighborhood
Rebuild Training pilot program.
The program is expected to generate employment opportunities
for 200 youth and ex-offenders
who will rehab 50 vacant homes
in Garfield Park, Humboldt Park
and Englewood.
The city will partner
with local organizations to complete

contact community members from
neighborhoods listed in the rehabilitation program and provide
them with proper rehab training.
“[We] use employment opportunity and job creation as a means to
break cycles of both poverty and
recidivism,” Alston said. “In this
case, we are trying to pilot some
fairly unique skill building around
creating craftsmen in the woodworking arena.”
The city’s $2 million investment,
consisting of funds generated for
previous unused property tax
rebates, will leverage an additional $4 million in private
capital from institutions

SEE REPAIR, PAGE 38

Home rehab project could bring
hope to Chicago neighborhoods
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“[The city’s] population continues to decline at 1 or 2 percent
overall, [but] our population
continues to grow,” Rudyk said.
“We have over 79,000 residents,
[and people] continue to move into
our area because of affordability
[reasons]; we’re seeing the result
of the gentrification.”
Linares said he saw the most
naturally-occurring affordable
housing units in the city—two-unit
apartment buildings—converted
into single family homes and sold
for up to $1 million or torn down
completely for a $500,000–$1
million home.
“This hurts everyone because
once you have that million dollar
home and the next $800,000
home down the street and
[another] across the street
[at] $500,000, everybody’s
assessments are going to be
raised because of the assessed
values of those properties,”
Linares said. “We’re not just
talking about the poor, we’re
talking about working class,
moderate income individuals
and families [being affected].”

REPAIR, FROM PAGE 36

“We want to make home ownership attractive to millennials, particularly those who are indigenous
to the community,” Johnson said.
Alston also said the project will
have a positive impact on individuals with arrest records.
“The impact we always seek
to have is to give them a sense
of personal agency about their
ability to change the direction of
their lives in spite of the collateral
consequences they face by having
a criminal record,” he said.
Despite the project’s intentions,
50 homes may not be enough, Kelly
said. Garfield Park Community
Council’s Micro Market Recovery
Program conducted a recent survey that found at least 100 properties in West Garfield Park alone
in need of repair. The employment
and resources for the project
should also come from within the
affected neighborhoods, she added.
Garfield Park is not alone in the
large number of homes needing
rehabilitation. For every block in
Englewood, there is at least one

home in need of repair, Johnson
said. Where the renovated homes
are located could affect how much
impact the project has on the community, she added.
“[Fifty homes] is not enough but
is it a good start? That’s what you
have to answer,” Johnson said. “Is
it strategically placed where this
can get the ball rolling in various
places, [in] concentrated areas—
and then you can have more of a
systemic change.”
Kelly said that while Emanuel
did not clearly define what
“affordable” will mean, she hopes
Emanuel will keep his promise to
make sure the homes are sold back
to the community affordably.
“Psychologically, if you look at
ugliness all the time, it starts
to impact you,” she said.
“Seeing something beautified
and changed [says], ‘We’re
worth investing into’ because
when those buildings sit, it
sends a message that you’re not
worthy. We’re one Chicago, so
if any part of Chicago is not
flourishing, then it reflects on
all of Chicago.”

At Guerrero Howe, we bring
leadership stories to life.
Join our team and start your story today.

www.guerrerohowe.com

38 THE CHRONICLE SEPTEMBER 25, 2017

seadens@columbiachronicle.com

“So who are we replacing these
units for?” Linares said. “We’re
mandating developers to complete
and execute on affordable housing
in these pilot areas, but if we’re
looking at 80 or 100 percent [of
the AMI], that’s not the [type of]
person we currently serve.”
Linares—whose organization
helps residents specifically in the
Humboldt Park, West Town and
Logan Square areas—said he welcomes the 606 trail, a 2.7 mile-long
park on abandoned train tracks
that runs through Bucktown,
Wicker Park, Logan Square and
Humboldt Park and opened in June
2015. However, data shows organization’s own assessed property
values started rising at accelerated
rates, he said.
“[We] celebrate the 606 and
what it means but also want the
residents who have been here for
many years to also take advantage of it without being priced out
because of taxes,” he said.
Loga n Squa re’s a menities of good, accessible public

transportation, new businesses,
entertainment and safety signals
to people of an “elevated” economic
status that it is a good neighborhood to live in, said Justine BayodEspoz, longtime Logan Square
resident and spokesperson for
Somos Logan Square—a volunteer
organization that raises awareness
about inequality, neighborhood
development and resident rights
in the neighborhood.
“What we’re seeing is that the
people that have lived in this
neighborhood and have made this
neighborhood and have raised their
families in this neighborhood are
now being forced to leave because
people with more money can afford
to come buy [here],” she said.
Rudyk said he has seen displaced Logan Square, Hermosa,
Avondale, Humboldt Park, Wicker
Park and Bucktown residents
move to the Belmont Cragin area,
which his organization mainly
works with. He noted that, from
2000 to 2010, Belmont Cragin’s
AMI was cut in half because of
low-income individuals’ influx
into the area.

jmurray@columbiachronicle.com
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